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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/27/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 4/27/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

3. In re pages 5-7, the applicants present the argument that Yamamoto fails to 
teach the newly added limitation that "button information" is input by releasing a key. 
Furthermore, the applicants present the argument that Yamamoto fails to suggest that 
"separate information" is input into the remote controller upon releasing a key. 

4. In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Firstly, the applicant's 
suggestion that Yamamoto is only able to input a digit is by depressing the key is not 
consistent with the teachings of Yamamoto. In the example, it is taught that a user 
enters 3 digits "438" using the remote controller for a desired channel. After the user 
enters "4" on the remote controller, he has to release the "4" key so that the user can 
continue to enter in numbers 3 and 8. Therefore, Yamamoto's system does allow for 
button information to be input because a button has to be depressed and released in 
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order to enter channel numbers. Furthermore, the instant claim does not recite the 
limitation that "separate information" is input upon releasing a key. Although the claims 
are interpreted in light of the specification, the specification cannot be read into the 
claims. 

5. As discussed above, the two limitations of "identification information of buttons 
depressed by the cursor in a single operation" and "identification information of buttons 
released by the cursor in a single operation" can be given its broadest interpretation and 
can be understood to take place during the input of a single key on the remote controller 
or separately over multiple keys (input of "4" can be associated with depressing a cursor 
and input of "3" can be associated with releasing a cursor). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saito et al (US 6,523,696) in view of Yamamoto et al. (US 6,1 66,778). 

Regarding claim 1, Saito teaches a control device for remotely controlling a 
controlled device comprising: 

a display unit that displays a control panel of the controlled device (third 
embodiment, col. 32-37, describes a system that displays a control panel of a 
secondary devices connected through a network. Figure 28 displays a list of the devices 
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connected through a network. Figure 31 shows an example of a control panel of a 
networked device (DVD player) which meets the limitation of displaying a control panel); 
and 

a control unit that produces operation information (third embodiment, col. 32-37, 
describes a system that displays a control panel of a secondary devices connected 
through a network. Figure 28 displays a list of the devices connected through a network. 
Figure 31 shows an example of a control panel of a networked device (DVD player) 
which meets the limitation of displaying a control panel. The input to the system of Saito 
allows for the production of operation information via the first AV connection device's 
input source); and 

a communication unit that sends the operation information (third embodiment, 
col. 32-37, describes a system that displays a control panel of a secondary devices 
connected through a network. Figure 28 displays a list of the devices connected through 
a network. Figure 31 shows an example of a control panel of a networked device (DVD 
player) which meets the limitation of displaying a control panel. The control buttons 
selected by the user is sent from the first AV connection device to a second AV 
connection device) to the controlled device, 

However, Saito fails to particularly teach wherein the operation information 
includes a shifting history of a cursor displayed on the control panel and wherein the 
shifting history includes identification information of buttons depressed by the cursor in a 
single operation , and wherein the shifting history includes identification information of 
buttons released by the cursor in a single operation. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/021 ,523 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

Yamamoto teaches the claimed wherein the operation information includes a 
shifting history of a cursor displayed on the control panel (Figures 4(a)-Figures 4(c) and 
col. 11, lines 1 1 +, teaches wherein on a display screen, a user has entered three 
buttons for a desired channel, Thereby creating a history) and wherein the shifting 
history includes identification information of buttons depressed by the cursor in a single 
operation and wherein the shifting history includes identification information of buttons 
released by the cursor in a single operation. (Figures 4(a)-Figures 4(c) and col. 11, lines 
1 1 +, teaches wherein on a display screen, a user has entered three buttons for a 
desired channel, The control data including each button information identifying each 
button (number) is only sent after the third button is entered by the user, therefore, the 
presently claimed is met by Yamamoto. Furthermore, as discussed in paragraphs 4 and 
5 above, the newly added limitation is also met). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the ability to send a shifting history of a cursor with 
identification information of buttons depressed by a cursor as taught by Yamamoto into 
the system of Saito so that desired controls entered by a user is capable of being sent 
to a controlled device. 

Regarding claim 2, Saito teaches that the control device is a TV (Col. 37, lines 
3-15) and that the controlled device is a videocassette recorder (col. 34, lines 35-44). 

Regarding claim 3, Saito teaches that similar to the VCR and the DVD player, 
the system has the ability to connect to a digital album server (col. 32, lines 25-32). 
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Regarding claims 4, 9 and 10, Saito teaches the claimed wherein the 
communication unit communicates with the controlled device via a serial bus conformed 
to IEEE 1394 protocol (Fig. 27, col. 32, lines 33-58, col. 32, lines 15-24). 

Regarding claim 5, Saito teaches a controlled device controlled remotely by a 
control device comprising: 

a communication unit that sends a control panel of the controlled device to the 
control device (third embodiment, col. 32-37, describes a system where a first AV 
connection device 204, by way of a terminal (TV), sends a request to the second AV 
connection device 205 for a command list, in response to the request, the second AV 
connection device 205 transmits text linking the first AV connection device 204 to the 
control panel of a secondary devices connected to the secondary AV connection device 
205 (VTR, DVD player). Figure 28 shows a list of the devices connected through a 
network. Figure 31 shows an example of a control panel of a networked device (DVD 
player) which meets the limitation of having sent the control panel to the control device 
(TV)); and receives operation information from the control device (third embodiment, 
col. 32-37 discloses that when a menu for a device (DVD Player, Fig. 31) is displayed, 
the user has the ability to select the any of the options available (Fig. 31, i201-i210), 
when selected by way of clicking on the buttons i201-i210 a corresponding command to 
the user's clicking is sent to the DVD player or VTR player. The command sent from by 
way of user selection by clicking on a choice i201-210 is received by the DVD player or 
VTR player); and 
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a control unit that controls said controlled device using the operation information 
(third embodiment, col. 32-37 discloses that when a menu for a device (DVD Player, 
Fig. 31 ) is displayed, the user has the ability to select the any of the options available 
(Fig. 31, i201-i210), when selected by way of clicking on the buttons i201-i210 a 
corresponding command to the user's clicking is sent to the DVD player or VTR player. 
The command sent from by way of user selection by clicking on a choice i201 -21 0 is 
received by the DVD player or VTR player. Furthermore, the operation information 
(i201 -i21 0 received by the DVD player or VTR player or the like is implemented, such 
as, power on, play, stop, etc.), 

However, Saito fails to particularly teach wherein the operation information 
includes a shifting history of a cursor displayed on the control panel and wherein the 
shifting history includes identification information of buttons depressed by the cursor in a 
single operation : and wherein the shifting history includes identification information of 
buttons released by the cursor in a single operation. 

Yamamoto teaches the claimed wherein the operation information includes a 
shifting history of a cursor displayed on the control panel (Figures 4(a)-Figures 4(c) and 
col. 11, lines 11+, teaches wherein on a display screen, a user has entered three 
buttons for a desired channel, Thereby creating a history) and wherein the shifting 
history includes identification information of buttons depressed by the cursor in a single 
operation and wherein the shifting history includes identification information of buttons 
released by the cursor in a single operation. (Figures 4(a)-Figures 4(c) and col. 11, lines 
1 1 +, teaches wherein on a display screen, a user has entered three buttons for a 
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desired channel, The control data including each button information identifying each 
button (number) is only sent after the third button is entered by the user, therefore, the 
presently claimed is met by Yamamoto. Furthermore, as discussed in paragraphs 4 and 
5 above, the newly added limitation is also met). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the ability to send a shifting history of a cursor with 
identification information of buttons depressed by a cursor as taught by Yamamoto into 
the system of Saito so that desired controls entered by a user is capable of being sent 
to a controlled device. 

Regarding claim 6, Saito teaches that the control device is a TV (Col. 37, lines 
3-15) and that the controlled device is a videocassette recorder (col. 34, lines 35-44). 

Regarding claim 7, Saito teaches that similar to the VCR and the DVD player, 
the system has the ability to connect to a digital album server (col. 32, lines 25-32). 

Regarding claims 8, 11 and 12, Saito teaches the claimed wherein the 
communication unit communicates with the controlled device via a serial bus conformed 
to IEEE 1394 protocol (Fig. 27, col. 32, lines 33-58, col. 32, lines 15-24). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GELEK TOPGYAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8891 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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